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LEWIS & CLARK LIBRARY FOUNDATION 

The Lewis & Clark Library Foundation was established in 1978 to 

support the Lewis & Clark Library system, beyond what tax monies 

can provide. In these times of increasing demand for information in 

all formats, private support is critical to maintaining excellent library 

services. It is the goal of the Foundation Board of Directors, through 

the caring and generosity of like-minded citizens, to maintain long-

term financial support for the public library. 

Making a great library even better! 

Celebrating a Writer’s Journey 

V irginia Reeves was a writer at a very young age, but it seems her most 

profound influences were the Helena teachers she was fortunate to know  

in high school and college. Reeves graduated from Carroll College and followed 

with a teaching degree from Willamette University and then a graduate degree 

from the Michener Center for Writers at UT-Austin. In 2016, she returned to 

Helena with her husband, two daughters and a three-legged pit bull. While 

teaching at Helena College, her first novel, Work Like Any Other, was published. 

Reeves’ debut novel received widespread acclaim and was longlisted for the 

prestigious Man Booker award. Board president Joe Furshong wanted to acknowledge this 

accomplishment and, with the board’s approval, “Celebrating a Writer’s Journey” was born.  

The event, held on December 6, was co-sponsored by the Montana Book Company, Helena 

Education Foundation, and Carroll College. The large meeting room was filled to capacity and 

Reeves’ autobiographical presentation was modestly delivered with charm, humor, and wit.  

Reeves honored the teachers and professors who influenced and supported her as a fledgling 

writer and read passages from the novel that intersected with her own personal experiences. 

Afterwards, Reeves signed books and attendees enjoyed a catered reception.  

Reeves’ presentation is posted on her website at http://www.virginia-reeves.com/writing/.  
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MID-YEAR IN REVIEW 

I need to teach as much as I need 
to write. The two careers balance 
each other. Where writing is 
solitary, teaching is social. The 
conversations I have in the 
classroom inspire the words I put 
to the page. ~ Virginia Reeves 

 
New partnership brings books to young children in their homes 
The Parents as Teachers Program 

In November, the Foundation board voted to fund up to $500 in books and materials for the Parents as Teachers 

program of the Lewis & Clark County Public Health Department. Funds will be used for special bags for children and 

families participating in this outreach program. The bags, prepared by Youth Services librarian Marissa Bazan, contain 

several picture books and a folder filled with introductory flyers on library membership, a calendar of events, the 

Bookmobile schedule, and other resources encouraging library use and reading.  

Parents as Teachers is a home visitation program for new families with children up to the age of five that has operated in the county since 

2009. When a home educator visits a family, they teach learning through play, monitor for developmental milestones, screen for needed 

services, and share resources. The county serves up to 33 families at a time and also partners with the Florence Crittenden Home. Drenda 

Niemann, Administrator of Community Health Promotion, says the evidence-based program helps parents become more confident and 

engaged in their children’s schooling, which can lead to improved school readiness and achievement.   

For more information, contact Drenda Niemann at (406) 457-8958. 

Visit us online at: 
www.lclibfoundation.org 

The Lewis & Clark Library 
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
tax-exempt organization. 

 
Tax ID# 81-0419768 

http://www.lclibfoundation.org


Have you considered a Planned Gift to the Foundation? Call Library Director John Finn 

at 406-447-1690 x117 to learn how easy it is to make a planned gift. You can help ensure the lasting 
health and vitality of our county-wide public library resources for generations to come. 
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Foundation Board of Directors 
Sonia Gavin, President  •  Anne Pichette, Vice President •  John Finn, Secretary  •   Amy Berry, Treasurer 

Barb Benish  •  Richard Boyd  •   Art Butler  •  Terry Cohea   •   Merry Fahrman  •  Joe Furshong   
Kathy Hamill  •  Babs Leaphart  •  Bobbi Levine  •  Bob Morgan  •   Sarah Sullivan  •   Dennis Taylor 

Patricia Borneman, Staff Assistant 

MAKING A GREAT LIBRARY EVEN BETTER! 

SAVE THE DATE 

Tuesday, April 25—7:00 p.m. 
Community Leaders Poetry Reading: An intimate reading 
of short poems by school, business, government and 
nonprofit leaders. Desserts, coffee and tea provided. 
Ambrose Reading Room—second floor, in the Helena 
Library. 
 
May 4 -5— 6 pm to 6 pm 
Greater Helena Gives—a 24-hour  
fundraiser. Online and in person in the 
Helena Library Lobby, May 5th, 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. More info to come. 

2016 Annual Campaign Update 

As of January 31, the Foundation exceeded its goal of $35,000 with 
the help of one very generous $10,000 gift.  We are grateful for all 
the support received no matter the size of the contribution.   

Donations are, of course, gladly accepted year round. In 2016, the 
Foundation Board voted to transfer 30% of the total annual 
campaign revenue to the Foundation’s Permanent Endowment. So 
each year almost a third of your donations will be wisely invested 
and managed for future needs by our Library system.   

Remaining funds are spent on public programs, books and materials, 
Dear Author prizes, literary events, and opportunities to promote 
literacy and increase library patronage throughout the county.   

Again, THANK YOU for your generous support! 

BIG READ Keynote Speaker, 

Michael Dirda 

Pulitzer Prize-winning 

critic Michael Dirda gave 

the keynote as part of the 

Library’s two-month Big 

Read series of events. His 

presentation on October 

7, 2016, was entitled: 

“Embracing the Dark Side: An Introduction to 

Ursula K. Le Guin’s Classic Fantasy, A Wizard 

of Earthsea.”   

Dirda was warmly received by a large crowd 

of almost 70 people who came early to a 

Foundation-sponsored reception featuring 

appetizers and desserts from Benny’s Bistro. 

The discussion that followed was lively and 

entertaining.   

The Foundation also made a contribution to 

augment the Big Read NEA grant received by 

the Library. 

 

Foundation Updates Strategic Plan 

The Library Foundation met this past summer to update the 2013 Lewis & Clark 

Library Foundation Strategic Plan to guide the mission of the Foundation and 

make sure donors’ gifts and the Foundation’s assets continue to be responsibly 

and wisely managed. In the months following the summer board retreat, 

several new committees were created to ensure financial transparency and 

accountability, wise investments and growth strategies, and responsive and 

effective communication with donors and patrons.  

The Plan laid out specific areas that committees 

will work on. One fiscally-charged committee will 

focus on managing assets, raising funds and 

promoting planned giving, including legacy gifts. 

They will also tackle an annual budget that will be 

created at the beginning of each fiscal year. 

Another committee will work exclusively on board 

policy and practice. And finally, a communications committee will fine-tune and 

oversee outreach to ensure donors and members of the county-wide library 

community are informed and invited to participate in Foundation programs.  

The Foundation’s part-time staff assistant also works closely with the board to 

carry out many of the tasks to meet the goals in the Strategic Plan.   

It’s planning at its best!  Board members are re-energized by the revised goals 

and committee structure, and look forward to working together to make our 

libraries as great as they can be. 

 MANAGE ASSETS 

 RAISE FUNDS 

 PLANNED GIVING 

 BOARD POLICY & PRACTICE 

 COMMUNICATE 


