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On October 15, Foundation Board member, V. Lee Harrison, greeted an overflow crowd who came to
the Library to hear Missoula-based writer, Peter Stark, give his lecture, “When Ohio was ‘the West'—
Washington, Jefferson, Harrison and how they Launched the Western Movement.”

Kay Satre, retired English professor and Foundation board member, wrote the following summary that
captures a few key points from the trove of information shared by our featured speaker. You can also
watch the recording at Helena Civic TV’s website: https://www.helenacivictv.org/on-demand/5926.
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ocusing on the period between 1760 and 1812, Stark

described a number of factors that promoted white

westward movement into Indian lands. He said he
wanted to emphasize some “crucial moments back in the Ohio
Valley, back in the infancy of the United States, when certain
choices were made and how they were made, and how they
eventually played out.”

Stark began by sharing a series of maps. The first showed the
homelands of diverse Indian tribes spread throughout North
America. Other maps displayed the competing “fantasy land
claims” made by French, British, and Spanish colonial
governments. These were followed by maps that highlighted
specific boundaries—e.g. the Proclamation Line of 1763, the
Greenville Line of 1795 —that were supposed to protect Indian
homelands; beyond these lines, it was promised, white settlers
would not be allowed.

Many of these early maps acknowledged the tribes’ right to big
tracts of land. Stark noted that even the newly formed U.S.
Congress asserted that “the rights of the natives will always be
respected. Their lands shall never be taken without their
consent” (followed, added Stark, by this “fine print: ‘unless in a
just war.™) Of course, those boundaries and promises were
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repeatedly violated and eventually abandoned. Stark detailed
many “shady land deals” and “slimy treaties” made by the
colonial powers and then U.S. politicians, all of which enabled
the steady appropriation of Indian lands.

Drawing on his research for Gallop Toward the Sun (2023),
Stark also described the role that William Henry Harrison
played in white westward expansion during the early years of
the United States. Harrison became an Indian fighter and went
into territorial politics. At 26, in 1800, he became
Representative of the Northwest Territory and persuaded
Congress that, instead of taking Indian lands and selling big
chunks to big speculators, they should sell little pieces to
small farmers.

The Harrison Land Law of 1800 may be, said Stark, a pivotal,
but largely unrecognized moment in the westward movement.
Soon after, as the Governor of Indiana Territory, Harrison was
encouraged by President Jefferson to acquire as much land as
possible to the west of the Greenville Line. In just three years,
by shady dealing with the tribes, Harrison laid claim to 30
million acres of land.

Stark said, “This was another crucial moment in the story of
westward expansion—Jefferson’s and Harrison’s decision to
break the Greenville Line.” This prompted the rise of the great
Shawnee Chief Tecumseh, who unified tribes across North
America to fight against Harrison’s land grab. Then, in the War
of 1812, Tecumseh and his confederacy of tribes allied with
the British against U.S. troops, which included General
Harrison. The British lost the war and bailed on the support
they had promised Tecumseh and the tribes. Tecumseh’s death
in the final battle of that war essentially ended Indian
resistance in the region, said Stark. “The war for the center of
the continent was over,” he concluded.

Learn more about Peter Stark and his books, articles, and
interviews at https://www.peterstarkauthor.com.
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The Lewis & Clark Library Foundation
was established in 1978 to support
Lewis & Clark Library beyond what tax
monies can provide. In these times of
increasing demand for information in
all formats, private support is critical to
maintaining excellent library services.
It is the goal of the Foundation Board
of Directors, through the caring and
generosity of like-minded citizens, to
maintain long-term financial support
for our county-wide public library
system.

think we would

great community is
blessed with one of
the finest libraries in
Montana. With
renovations in the
past few years,
wonderful
programming for all ages, a talented and
skilled staff, and friends and donors like you,
our Library can continue to serve this
community and all of Lewis and Clark
County in a manner that its citizens deserve.

As president of the Board of Directors of the
Lewis & Clark Library Foundation, | have a
lot of gratitude to share.

Our Board of Directors is a volunteer board.
Members give their time and talent to
support the activities of the Library and
represent the Library Foundation in the
community. | would like to thank our board
members for their service and generosity.

Patricia Borneman is the executive assistant
to the board. Patti does a terrific job in
supporting the board and our activities,
making our jobs much easier.

Library Director John Finn and his remark-
able team of professionals in Helena, East
Helena, Lincoln, and Augusta inspire us with
their creativity, compassion, hard work, and
commitment to the patrons of the Library,
young and old. They are the pillars of their
communities and inspire us to do the work
of the Foundation.

And to all of you who have supported the
Library and the branches, we thank you for
your generosity and engagement with the
Library’s programs, services, and events.

The Lewis & Clark Library Foundation hosts
events throughout the year designed to

I all agree that our

educate, entertain, and provide a connection
to the Library. The Stephen Ambrose
Memorial Lecture, Helena Reads Poetry!, and
Celebrating a Writer’s Journey provide
opportunities to engage with “creators” and
be inspired by their talents. In addition, the
Foundation supports many of the Library’s
activities like the Big Read, Downtown Art
Walk, and staff development.

Perhaps our most important work is in
supporting innovation in all of the Library’s
branches by funding what is affectionately
referred to as the “Wish List.” As the
Foundation, it’s our role to make those
wishes come true. In 2024, we provided over
$80,000 to support these projects that fall
outside of the library’s budget but provide
great service to our communities.

We also are raising funds to support the
Library’s goal of replacing the wonderful but
aging Bookmobile. The Bookmobile provides
access to library materials and services to
those who may not be able to travel to the
branches.

Our Lewis & Clark Library is a great
equalizer. It belongs to all of us in our
communities. We are all welcome to explore,
learn, relax, engage with each other and
even have some fun.

Finally, | am personally grateful to you for
making a great library even better. The main
Library sits adjacent to Anchor Park at the
head of Last Chance Gulch, just steps from
where gold was discovered in 1864 and the
spot our city was born. | can think of no
more appropriate location for a golden
anchor for our community and a beacon of
knowledge and civility.

Thank you for supporting the Lewis & Clark
Library through the Lewis & Clark Library
Foundation. We are grateful for you.

Bruce Whittenberg, Board President
Lewis & Clark Library Foundation
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A great library gets better with Foundation support.

! I The Library is wrapping up another very
successful Big Read grant cycle. | hope you

all enjoyed reading Jess Walter’s The Cold
Millions. Jess spoke to an overflow crowd of
nearly 250 book lovers at Carroll College on
October 22. He was a delightful speaker and had
the crowd eating out of his hand. If you missed
the talk or would like to relive his stories and wry
sense of humor, you can watch it on Helena Civic
TV’s website: https://www.helenacivictv.org/on-

demand/5939.

The Library team was happy to host nearly 30
programs throughout the month of October.
Without the financial backing of the Library
Foundation, the month-long schedule of
activities would be a much heavier lift.

Library news that was shared this past year
included the search for a new library building in
East Helena as well as plans to purchase a new
Bookmobile vehicle. In 2023, the Library formed
a committee consisting of Library staff, an

architect, Lewis and Clark County officials, Library

Trustees, and East Helena citizens. We were
tasked with finding an existing building that
could be renovated to give us a new 11,000
square-foot library space. Unfortunately, it
became clear that a building like that does not
exist. The committee decided that constructing a

new building would make more sense. The search

now is focused on finding the right piece of land
in East Helena. A little more than an acre is
needed.

The Bookmobile purchase, on the other hand, is
moving along very smoothly. With financial
assistance from the Library Foundation, the
Library has hired a consultant to assist us in
planning the program area of the Bookmobile;
write a proposal to help us find the right
manufacturer; and help us outfit the new rig.
Bookmobile and Outreach Program staff are
about one year away from putting a For Sale sign
on the current vehicle and taking delivery of a

John Finn, Director
Lewis & Clark Library
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new Bookmobile that will
be more energy efficient,
easier and safer to drive,
and decked out with the
latest library technology
and services, and, of course,
a wonderful book
collection.

The Foundation has made

this all possible thanks to the many donors who
participated in the New Bookmobile fundraising
campaign and a generous gift from the estate of
Bob Morgan. Bob and his husband Carl Deitchman
were and are dear friends of the Library and the
Foundation.

The central function of the Lewis & Clark Library
Foundation is to serve as an auxiliary fiscal agent
for the Library. Purchases that fall outside of our
regular budget, or special pilot programs, are
supported by the Foundation. The Foundation also
acts as pass-through organization for special gifts
from existing family trusts, such as the Sarah
McCabe Power Trust, the Bernice Boone Trust, and
Dorothy Thayer Trust, all wisely invested and
growing every year.

The Foundation is the most supportive organiza-
tion that this Library team could imagine. We
appreciate your support and look forward to
meeting you at upcoming events and our annual
donor appreciation dinner next year.

encownewt :ARTS

() BIG READ

Managed by Arts Midwest

arts.gov/neabigread

THE COLD
MILLIONS

NOVEL

Jess Walter, author o
The Cold Millions, told
stories and answered
questions at Carroll
College on October 22.
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B LEGACY DONORS ¢ FY 2020 - 2024

Listed on the next two pages are Lewis & Clark Library Foundation donors who, over the past
five years, have contributed one or more gifts. The tiers represent the total of all donations

given. We are grateful for the positive impact of our donors’ generosity. Thank you!

We appreciate the
enduring legacy
of gifts from:

Bernice Boone Trust
Doering Family Trust
Sarah McCabe Power Trust
Estate of Christian Frazza
Estate of Bob Morgan
Estate of Merlyn Rector
Estate of John Sauer
Estate of Ronald Schmid
Dorothy Thayer Trust

$5,000 - $24,000

Glenda & Stan Bradshaw
Donna Burgess
Kathy & Maury Hamill
Daphne Crosbie & Jack Stults
Carl Deitchman
Sandi & Bill Olsen
Robert Peccia
Alicia Pichette
Francie Robertson
Tim Speyer
Sarah & Dan Sullivan
Dennis & Joan Taylor
Treacy Foundation
Ron & Ann Waterman

Platinum
Transparency
2024

Candid.
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$1,000 - $4,999

Gene & Bev Allen
Dick Anderson

Craig & Janice Bacino
Beth Baker

Barb & Jim Benish
Leo & Lurie Berry
Joan Bishop

Patti & Bill Borneman
Bonnie Bowler

Art & Amie Butler
Thomas Cherry

Carolyn Clemens &
Bob Throssell

Teresa Olcott Cohea

Margaret Corcoran &
Jim Madden

Mike & Pat Cotter
Crowley-Fleck PLLP

Kallie Dale Ramos

Margaret Davis & Bruce Ennis
Nikki & Denny DesRosier
John & Kathryn Driscoll

Roni Eisenmenger

Don & Donna Eisenmenger
Tom & Kay Ellerhoff

Susan Epstein &
Spencer Shropshire

Janet Ellis & Jim Hansen
Helen Fandrich

John Finn & Maggie Meredith
Fred & Judy Flanders
Bethany Flint

Pat & Becky Foster

Jesse & Joice Franzen
Adam Gill

Jeff & Libby Goldes

Evan Hammer

Neil & Kathleen Harrington
Barb Harris & Peter Sullivan
Dr. V. Lee Harrison

Judy Hart

Vivien Hastings

Rick & Jane Hays

Nina Heinzinger &
David Krainacker

Scott & Gretchen Hibbard
Chase Hibbard

Dana Hillyer

Ivelone Hodges

Mary Ellen Holverson &
Matthew Cohn

Pat Hunt

Chris & Carol Hunter

Sue Jackson

Dr. Dale & Susan Johnson
Greg & Connie Johnson
Mary Irish Johnson

Janet Kelly

Thomas Kimmell
Bill & Joyce Kronholm
Carolyn & Tom Laceky

Bonnie Lambert &
Marshall Mayer

Lisa Larsen & Ray Flaherty
Babs & Bill Leaphart

Randall LeCocq & Sheri Sprigg
Mike & Debbie Lee

Jim Lewis

Nisan Burbridge &
Pad McCracken

Jean McLean

Mark Meloy

Taffy Miller

Max Milton & Joan Bird
Sue Morgan & Dana Waters
Sherry & Ken Morrison

Jim Munoz

Bruce & Susan Newell
Nancy & Alan Nicholson
Susan Nimick

Sue 0'Connell &
Mike Dennison

Anne Pichette

Richard & Neva Porte

Wilbur Rehmann & Susan Miles
Chelsia Rice

Barb Ridgway

Karla Ritten & Larry Dolan
William C. Roberts
Joan Rolling

Bob Rowe &
Melanie Reynolds

Kay Satre

LeRoy & Diana Schramm
Jan Sensibaugh

Audra Shropshire

Bill & Harlan Shropshire
Jeff Sillick

Kim & Will Smith

Paul & Roberta Spengler
Barbara Spilker

Joe & Vicki Steiner

Robert Summerer

Suzanne & Richard Thweatt
Norma Tirrell

Niki Whearty & Jim Reynolds
Gregg & Wendy Wheeler
Teal Whitaker

Bruce Whittenberg

Freda Wilkinson

Michael Willing

Sheena Wilson &
John ligenfritz

Opal Winebrenner &
Michael Shields

Cindy Yarberry

$500 —$999

Ascent Bank

Elaine & Kenneth Baarson
Ann Bauchman

Diane & Mike Bayuk
Richard Boyd

Beki Brandborg

Jan Brown

Joy Bruck

Bret & Susan Brunner
Meg Caparoso

Bob & Wendy Clark

Fran Collison

Sandra Conrady

Dr. Martin Coonen

Ryan & Amy Crawford
Lynette & Richard Curtis
Bonita Dennison
Sharon Dimich

Anne Dormady

Pam & Stan Duensing
Merry Fahrman

Ellen Feaver

Rebekah French

Alvaro Freyre

Laurie Gaffney & Bob Fox
William Gallea &

Jeanne MacPherson
Tatiana Gant
Anonymous
Mary Ann & John George
Cherie Gunderson
Pam Harris
Bruce Haswell &

Julie Abrahamsen
Jeff & Janet Hess Herbert
Paul & Celinda Hicks
Gene & Julie Huntington
Jan Jamruszka-Wilson

We are committed to transparency and accountability.

Visit our Guidestar/Candid profile at guidestar.org/Profile/81-0419768.

Chere Jiusto & Jim Robbins

Kay Johnson

Mark & Mary Keeffe

Christine Kaufmann & Pat Kemp
Stuart Kellner

Richard & Pauline Knatterud
Renee Han Kowalski

Kirby Lambert & Becca Kohl
Sheri Lorand

Terry MacLaurin

Lyle Manley

Marcy & Dan McLean

Judy Meadows

JoAnn & Mike Meredith

Lorna Milne & Jon Motl

Luke Muszkiewicz & Virginia Reeves
Albert & Virginia Niccolucci
Dianne Nickman

Lawrence K. Pettit

Fall 2024

Beverly Pickett

Mary Pitch

William Pratt

Kim & Michael Randall

Robert Rasmussen

Thomas & Jackie Rediske

John & Debbie Reeves

Kay & Joe Robertson

Neal & Mary Ruedisili

Rhonda Safford & Todd Gordon
Emelia Satre

Julia Saylor

Gayle & Steve Shirley

Penny & Richard Swanson
Sara Toubman & Cedron Jones
Charles Udell & Judy Landecker
Jim & Cindy Utterback

Erin Woodrow

Heidi Youmans
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David Antos

Terry & Patty Beaver

Amy Berry

Dr. Hugh & Mary Grace Black
Mait Board

David Boggs

Margaret Bowler

Ellen Bush

Margaret Carver

Jim & Joann Christnacht

Thomas & Sherry Cladouhos Family
Foundation

Carol Clifford & Ed Thompson
Terry & Shari Copenhaver
Margaret Ann Crennen
Donna Davis

Jessica Allewalt & Adam Messer
Craig & Barbara Anderson
Bonnie Anderson
Bonnie Andrew
Anonymous

Mary Arnold

Kallie Audet

Patricia Aune

Stephen Baiamonte
Maria C Barbachano
Steve & Cindy Baril
Andrea & Robert Bateen
Darrell Bauman

Lisa & Mike Bay

J Begley

Sara Berg

Kate Berg

Sharon & Russell Berndt
Kay Bills-Kazimi
Deborah Binford

Andy & Zander Blewett
Carlye Bolstad

Tim Borsberry

Charlotte Bowen Hollow
Ann Brodsky

Robert Brouillette

Joyce & Raymond Brown
Emily Bubbers

Susan Butler

Pam Campbell

Edmund Caplis

Pamela Carlson

Caitlin Carroll

Paul Cartwright

Mike & Colleen Casey
Patrick Cassidy

S. Wayne Chamberlin M.D.
Michael Chapman
Patricia Chase

Chip Clawson

Ann Compton Hughes
Jordan Conley

Ralph & Barbara Cook
Virginia Cooper

LEGACY DONORS

Jennifer Davis

Smithe & Robert Docktor
Wendy Duensing
Margaret Dufrechou
William & Helen Dunbar
Karrie Fairbrother

Dan & Mary Ann Fiehrer
Constance Fiske

Joe & Anna Furshong
John & Mary Grant

Janet Grinde

Pat Haffey & Mike Billings
Maria & Pete Hanson
Debra Hiel

Gladys Hiett

Chris & Peggy Hollow Phelps

Terri Corrigan

Twila Costigan

Ruth Cox

KB Crogan

Karen Crogan

Rex Crouse & Dale Jones
Grace Crunican

David & Julie Curd
Mike DaSilva

Bill & Marsha Davis
Carol Deegan

Lena Deppmeier
Heather Dickerson
Coner Dolan

Sean Dolan

Paul & Rebecca Donaldson
Tracy & Rick Donaldson
Susan Dostal

Carol Dougherty

DD Dowden

Diane Edgar

Elizabeth Elder

Dan Ellison & Jane Fournier
Connie Erickson
Paulette Etchart

Dr. Rand Fandrich
Carol Fergerson

Louise Fischer

Virginia Flanagan
Diane Flynn

Mr. Terry Fong

Patrick Fradette

Ralph Franklin

Eve Franklin

Emily Free Wilson

Rob & Norane Freistadt
Denae Frieling

Jesse Frisbey

Lea Frye

Jane & Stephen Fuerch
Dalton Fulcher
Michelle Funchess
Martha Furman
Patricia Garcia

$300 - $499

Tom & Mary Honzel

David & Annie Hull

Janet Hulme

Doug & Jane Hunsaker
Stanley Kaleczyc

Ken Kohl

Jane Kollmeyer & Terry Chute

® FY 2020—2024 (continued)

Fletcher & Karen Mulvaney

Lori Nordstrom

Tom & Teri Palmer

Bob & Toni Person

Becky Piske & Paul Pacini

Kally & Phil Porrini

Madalyn Quinlan & Brian Garrity

Connie Skiftun

Carol Stebbins

Karen & Mike Stevenson

Janet Tatz & Dave Morey

Jennifer Jeffries Thompson

John & Stephenie Ambrose Tubbs
Leola Tusler

Rebecca Leaphart & Ben Brouwer Margaret Regan Margaret Ulvestad & Doug Dellwo
Bobbi & Dan Levine Julie & Hal Robbins Valley Bank of Helena

Jerry Loendorf Wanda Rumley Rachel Weiss

Georgia Lovelady Sandra Runkel Robert Werner

Lorretta Lynde Liam Satre Meloy Tom & Brittany Wolff

Kellie McClanahan Rena Satre Meloy & Ryan Kenny Hugh & Karen Zackheim

Marjorie McGinley
Richard Misplon & Kim Kradolfer
Louise Moore & Hal Aasen

Up to $299

Deborah Schaaf & Ron Floyd
Brian Shovers & Jo Lace
Kimmy Skiftun

Ken & Mickey Gilbertson
Ann Gilkey

Chris Gleason

Paul & Lynne Grant
Summer Griffis

Nikolas Griffith

Phil & Karlene Grossberg
Whitney Gum

Liz Gundersen

Derinda Gurley
Cheyenne Hafer
William Butch Hall
Chalary Haskins

Sue Hawthorne

Alice Hecht

Linda Holliday

Randi Hood

Marie & Clay Hopper
Jane & Scott Horner
Barbara Howe & James Hunt
Marjory Jacobson
Sandra & John Jarvie
Maria Jenko

Pam Joehler

Patricia R. Johnson
Neal & Jo Anne Johnson
Charlotte Jones

Natalie & David Jordan
Christopher Jowaisas
Don & Katherine Judge
Barbara & Tom Keegan
Kim & Kevin Kelley
Deborah & John Kiely
Cassie Kinnaird

Martha Kohl

Anna Kratz

Judy Kuhl

Valerie Kurth

Laurie & Joe Lamson
Kris Larson & Tom Golnar
Andrea Lawrence

Yvette Leidorf Judy Morgan

Bayard Leonard Colleen Morgan

Carol Leonard Cathy Mudd

Joseph & Mary A. LeVasseur Verena Mullins

Martin Lewis Sandra & Kerrick Murray
Thomas Likens Curt Nichols

Linda Lindberg Wendy Nicolai

Jonathan Linder Sarah Nicolai

Colleen Lippke David Nimick & Angie Leprohon
Kathy & Robert Littlefield Steve Nimz

Jill Lloyd Joy Novota

Katie Loveland Megan & Brian O'Hern
Donna Sue & Arnold Lyon Kyle Olson

lan Lyon Aaron Parrett

Beverly Magley Tim Pattison

MR Malnaa Daniel Pocha

Val & Gary Managhan Sanna Porte & Dave Carr
Suzanne & David Mannix Rose Powell

Carole Massman Gene & Kathy Prendergast
JanDee May Taryn Purdy

Marie McAlear Linda Reed

Ruth McArdle Dallas Reese

Dennis McCahon Virginia Reeves

Joy & Mike McGrath Tara Rice

Sarah McHugh Don & Jo Rigg

Lyn McKinney Dan & Vadine Rispens
Craig McLane Joyce & Dave Roberts
Susan McNicol Christine Roberts

Maile Meloy Brooks Robertson

Leah Meloy Susan & Rich Rose
Teresa Menicucci Joseph Ruby

Scott Meredith Mary Runkel

Bek Meredith Jon & Kathleen Runnells
Maggie Meredith Gayle Sandholm

John & Theresa Metropoulos Brooke Satre

Katie & Keith Meyer Erik Satre

Jim & Charlotte Meyer Beth Satre

Larry & Terri Middagh Aven Satre-Meloy

Naomi & Paul Miller Ann Schemer

Jeff & Sue Miller Kim Schleicher

Billie Miller & Bill Long Rick & Denise Schlenker

League of Women Voters of Helena Larry & Rebecca Mitchell Nancy Schneider

Retta Leaphart & Jeromy Osborn John & Betty Moe Alison Schulte

Ron Lee John Moore Tamara Scott
Special thanks to the

Marcella Sherfy Walter
Sandy Shull
Rebecca Sigler
Rebecca Skeldon
Dolores & Tom Slovarp
David Smith

Linda Sorenson
Diane Stanchuk
Jennie Stapp
Mallory Stefan
Christy Stillwell
Daniel Sullivan

Ed & Kathy Surbrugg
Katherine Talley
Brian Templet

Myra Thomas
Joshua Thornton
Melissa Todd

Dana Toole

Donna Turcott
Diedre Tumer

Bobbi Uecker

Mike & Lexis Van Epps
Shandell VanDonsel
Janice VanRiper
Danielle Vincent
Debra Wagner

Mary Beth Wass
Erich & Anne Weber
Gloria Wels

Kellie Wendt

Mary Whittinghill

Harold Wilcox & Sheila Nally

Ann Willcockson

Diane T. & Budd Williams
Joel Wilson

Susan Wolcott

Anne Wolfinger

Susan & Kai Wong

Susie Zanto

BLACKFOOT RIVER BREWING COMPANY, HELENA AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION & GREATER HELENA GIVES,
MONTANA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, and the STATE EMPLOYEES CHARITABLE GIVING CAMPAIGN
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S ince | began my tenure as Teen
Services Librarian in January
2024, I've counted myself extremely
lucky to work with a group of talented, insightful,
enthusiastic teens. | witness their creativity, their
passion for making the world a better place and, of
course, their love of books and reading.

Many of these kids are being set up for success in the
world, and many have hidden struggles that they battle
valiantly to achieve their goals. My job, besides being a
listening ear and an adult in their corner, is to provide
access to perspectives, stories, and experiences that
open—and in some cases unlock—doors for them, all the
while prioritizing services for those who face more
financial or personal barriers. It was this that inspired
LCL Teen Services to begin a new tradition: an annual
summer Teen Fieldtrip, generously supported by the
Lewis & Clark Library Foundation.

Montana is known around the world for its natural
riches: precious ores and gems, ranches and ranges, and
of course two of the most jaw-dropping parks in the
world, to say nothing of the carefully-guarded secret
fishing spots, huckleberry patches, and hunting trails.
The name Montana conjures images of soaring peaks,
geysers, glaciers, histories both tragic and triumphant,
cowboys, railroads, and wildlife so compelling as to
inspire travelers from across the world to witness them
in person. But, access to these things costs money, time,
@# means to travel, and
especially know-how.

During the summer of
2024, we had the
opportunity to put
the fieldtrip idea to
the test, arranging a
proof-of-concept
pilot excursion to the
Archie Bray Founda-
tion for the Ceramic
Arts for three days of
picnic lunches, tours,
and building with
clay. Sixty-three

Fall 2024

Seeking Treasures with the Foundation’s Help
Teen Fieldtrips to Explore Montana’s Natural and Cultural Heritage

Emmon Rogers, Teen Services Librarian, Lewis & Clark Library

teens and tweens took part, with many of them thanking the
Library for providing the experience afterward. In 2025, we
hope to expand the scope of this project by providing an
experience further afield —with travel, food, and entry fees all
taken care of —so as to address the barriers that most
commonly prevent teens from engaging with the area’s
unique opportunities.

With our rich cultural and geographical inheritance, it makes
sense to us that the Library is a gateway for living stories as
well as reading them, and for finding value in cultivating our
natural and intellectual resources. As renowned
conservationist and forester Aldo Leopold wrote in 1925,
“Wilderness as a form of land-use is, of course, premised on a
qualitative conception of progress... It is premised on the
assumption that the rocks and rills and templed hills of this
America are something more than economic materials.”

Surely, then, the cultural value of this place is also premised
on the chance to know, explore, play, learn, and foster love
and belonging in it (without worry for food, transportation,
and funds) by allowing teens experiences they might
otherwise miss out on, and by doing so, encouraging a sense
of wonder and ownership in our home.

This year, 63 teenagers—some for the first time—were able to
get their hands into the clay and take part in the art
community of Helena. We look forward to next year
(destination yet unknown) when we open another window
onto adventure!

Year in Review




A New BOOKMOBILE for Lewis & Clark Library

We are raising funds to make sure the Library’s Bookmobile Program has a more
reliable and energy-efficient vehicle to deliver books and many Library services
and programs throughout Lewis and Clark County. By the end of 2025, the Library
plans to roll out a brand new Bookmobile. You can help make it happen!

Lewis & Clark Library introduced its first Bookmobile in 2012 and began serving
the widespread and rural communities of Lewis and Clark County. Now, close to
100,000 miles later, it’s time to replace this hardworking vehicle so our beloved
Bookmobile services continue long into the future.

The Lewis & Clark Library Foundation has committed $250,000 toward the
estimated cost of $600,000 for a new Bookmobile vehicle. Most of this funding , )
is already in place, thanks to the Sarah McCabe Power Trust and a significant ' il 7‘ (e s coac
bequest from the Robert “Bob” M. Morgan estate. Last April, on Library Giving

Day, we launched our New Bookmobile Campaign to raise $28,000 and we are
nearly there. After the current Bookmobile sells and the final bill comes in from
the purchase and outfitting of the vehicle, the Library will know how much to withdraw from its carefully managed
Depreciation Reserve Fund. But, the more we raise, the less the Library has to draw out of its savings.

So, even if we meet our $28,000 goal, we will gratefully accept any additional gifts to help the Library with this essential
purchase. We are so grateful to the many donors who have already contributed or pledged to give to the campaign. We look
forward to celebrating with all of you next year when the new Bookmobile arrives!

To give to the campaign, please send a check with a note specifying your support for the Bookmobile Campaign
or give online at https://www.lclibfoundation.org/donate.

FY 2025 WISH LIST GROWS AND THE FOUNDATION FULFILLS

One of the ways the Foundation makes our Lewis & Clark Library system better is through our close relationship with
the Library and its staff when, each year, we learn what is needed to enhance and improve Library services and offerings
to the public. This spring Library staff submitted a Wish List of items totaling $83,000 and gave a compelling
presentation to the Foundation Board, sharing stories of the ways the Wish List has made their programs really soar.

If you're interested in learning more, visit our website at https://www.Lclibfoundation.org/a-better-library to view the

Library’s Foundation Wish List slideshow and a detailed list of the programs, materials, and services that our donors
helped us fund in FY 2025.

Foundation Funds in Review

In a nutshell, at the end of FY 2024 (June 30, 2024) the Foundation’s total assets were $1,400,598. Our D.A. Davidson
Sustainability Fund held $852,367. Our Special Projects Account held $427,867. At the end of FY 2024, there was a
total of $120,363 in cash accounts.

We are pleased to report that $69,819 was received in unrestricted charitable contributions from generous donors
during FY 2024. And a total of $39,309 was generated from the Sarah McCabe Power Trust, Doering Family Trust, and
Montana Community Foundation. The Thayer Trust and Bernice Boone Trust support the purchase of books and other
literary materials every year, and together provided $68,227 for this purpose in FY 2024.

Foundation expenditures totaled $89,908 in FY 2024, following a budget that allowed up to $116,800 in expenditures.

Year in Review Fall 2024
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Save the date and join us!

Tuesday, January 28, 2025 — Lewis & Clark Library

Celebrating a Writer’s Journey with Helena
\| writer Diane Carlson Evans

v

The Lewis & Clark Library Foundation invites the public to a special celebration of
Helena’s own Diane Carlson Evans, who will share her story and how she came to
write Healing Wounds: A Vietnam War Combat Nurse’s 10-Year Fight to Win Women
a Place of Honor in Washington, D.C. (Permuted Press, 2020).

Diane Carlson Evans is known and admired throughout our nation as the determined
Vietnam War nurse who made it her mission to establish a memorial for the women

who served in the Vietnam war. She began her quest in 1983 to honor the women,
both living and lost, who were not being recognized for their service and sacrifice. HEALING

After waging a fierce advocacy campaign for ten years, Evans opened the National WOUNDS

Mall ceremony to dedicate the Vietnam Women's Memorial on November 11, 1993. e e S
10-Year Fight to Win Women a

Place of Honor in Washington, D.C.

Learn more: https://www.vvmf.org/stories/Diane-Carlson-Evans.
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